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Abstract  
Language Acquisition has always been the purpose for every language learning 
process. Many researchers and experts have involved in the search for the holy 
grail of finding the most appropriate method, technique or strategies for 
teaching English. Instead of attempting to apply what so called the most 
appropriate method for language learning, learning from “successful” learners 
seems to provide a shortcut in providing the explanation for this matter. Hence, 
this study was intended to discover the foreign language acquisitions process 
by conducting retrospective analysis. To this end, ex-post facto study was 
chosen as the research design. There are five participants purposively chosen 
as the data source for this study. They were chosen due to their language 
competence and performance deemed appropriate in providing information 
needed in this ex post facto study. The main instruments primarily used in this 
study were interviews and document analysis. Document analysis was used to 
confirm the actual language competence of the participants deemed as 
successful English learners. The interview, on the other hand, was used to 
explore the contributing or determinant factors during their language 
acquisition process. The result revealed that language exposure, motivation, 
attitude and socioeconomic status are prominent in affecting the foreign 
language acquisitions. In addition to these factors, native-level input was also 
acknowledged influential to the success of the participants’ language 
acquisition. In addition, this finding was expected to provide more insight in 
understanding foreign language acquisition in EFL context and it will 
eventually contribute to improve the foreign language practice in EFL context. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Language acquisition has become a much-researched topic (Singleton & Ryan, 
2004). It is described as the process through which humans acquire the 
capacity to enable them to perceive and comprehend language, as well as to 
produce and use words to communicate (AlHammadi, 2016). As a result, 
Language acquisition has always been the ultimate goals for every language 
learning process. This belief on language acquisition is essential for every 
language teachers and educators as teaching of a foreign language is very 
much based on the teachers understanding of the process of language learning 
(Alsayed, 2003).  
The major function of the second language classroom is to provide 
intake for acquisition (Krashen, 1981) though it was assumed that language 
learning and language acquisition are not similar in some contexts (Krashen, 
1989). However, the understanding of acquisition process may facilitate a 
good insight for language teaching and learning process. Therefore, this 
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present study believes that there must be something worth investigating that 
will lead to language teaching learning betterment.  
As commonly known, there are multiple factors which can explain the 
extent and rate of learning a second or a foreign language (Manan & Khadija-
Tul-Kubra, 2017). Many factors were observed to contribute to the success of 
foreign language acquisition. As for example, Oxford & Ehrman (1995) have 
discovered that proficiency, teacher perceptions, gender, aptitude, learning 
style, personality type, ego boundaries, motivation, and anxiety are influential 
in Language acquisition process. In addition, Exposure to English as a foreign 
language through media and movies has proven to have a positive effect on 
young learners’ proficiency (Lindgren & Muñoz, 2013). Further, Gardner 
(1982) in Carrió-Pastor & Mestre, (2014) convinced that effort (the time spent 
studying and the drive of the learner), desire (the yearning to become 
proficient in the language) and affect (the emotional reactions of the learning 
towards studying) are the most influential factors in this acquisition process. 
In contrast, empiricists hold that language is acquired gradually through 
experience and knowledge as we mature. 
Human beings are remarkable language learners who can easily learn 
and master several languages throughout their lives (De Angelis, 2007).Some 
become bilingual, some are multilingual individuals.  These language 
acquisition or learning may occur in different contexts, second language (‘SL’) 
and foreign language (‘FL’) settings that provide linguistically different 
environments (Qureshi, 2016). As a result, different approach is needed in 
understanding the process of acquisition in the respective setting. Taking the 
setting into account, this study concerns with exploring every possible factors 
determining language acquisition in EFL context.  
METHOD 
This research was conducted in an ex-post facto framework. This was done as 
the researchers were eager to find out the possible causes of the observed 
phenomena (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2007). In this case what are the 
determinant factors in foreign language acquisition? To this end, the 
researchers requested five participants as the main data source of this ex-post 
facto study. These participants were chosen purposively for some judgmental 
considerations: first, the participants were proven fluent in using English both 
in oral and written language. This was validated by their proficiency test score 
(TOEFL). They all scored more than 570. Second, all of the participants 
involved were convenient and manageable so that the data needed for the study 
was readily available. The main instrument of the study was unstructured 
interview. It was chosen because it can explore every possible answer for the 
observed problem. This was in line with the nature of ex post facto study that 
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DISCUSSION 
After the interviews it was found out that the following factors were central in 
determining the subject language acquisition process. The perceived 
factors in the language acquisition process are illustrated in figure 1. 
 
Figure 1. Determinant factors in 




Figure 1 shows the identified factors that contribute to the success of foreign 
language acquisition; Language exposure, motivation, attitude, socioeconomic 
status and native-level input. 
 
3.1 Language exposure  
Language exposure was the first factor that seems influential in participants’ 
language acquisition. It was revealed that all participants exposed themselves 
to the English speaking media or program.  The media that provide the 
exposure to the participants are movies, TV shows, You Tube Channel, Social 
Media, newspaper. All of them confirmed that they have had long exposure to 
the media. In terms of movies, Long exposure was identified from their habit 
in spending the time reading and watching that media. This finding verifies 
that there is a positive relationship between foreign language proficiency and 
the exposure of students to foreign languages through traditional and new 
media  (Almeida & Costa, 2014). As for example, three out of five participants 
claimed that they watch more than two TV series. These TV series provided 
them abundantly treasured and comprehensible input. These inputs are in the 
forms of English subtitle and English speaking series. Some of the participants 
admitted that they have done this activity for more than five years. They also 
admitted that the language exposure they encountered during this phase has 
helped them to acquire more foreign language input. This implies that creating 
a language-friendly environment can include policies that make exposure to 
films in the target language more widespread, both in societies at large and in 
the classroom.(Costa & Albergaria-Almeida, 2015) 
 
3.2 Motivation 
All participants also acknowledged that there have been some events or stimuli 
that encouraged their language learning process. These stimuli have then kept 
them in track in acquiring their English. These stimuli are also known as 
internal motivation. Dȍrnyéi (2005) stated that motivation provides the 
primary impetus to initiate L2 learning and later the driving force to sustain 
the long and often tedious learning process; indeed, all the other factors 
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involved in SLA presuppose motivation to some extent. As for example, one 
of the participants said that one day he attended a class and saw that some 
students of the class are fluent in speaking English. This has then made him 
felt like he was left behind in terms of language competence. Later, he decided 
to practice regularly to catch up with his other fellow classmates. This also 
confirmed the fact that Motivation and anxiety are strongly linked to English 
performance, which showed that motivation and aptitude are the best 
predictors for successful outcomes in learning a foreign language after 
training. (Henter, 2014) 
 
3.3 Attitude 
In addition to motivation, one could equally argue that favourable attitudes is 
also beneficial in language acquisition process (Brown & Gardner, 2006). This 
criteria was revealed from the fact that all participants responded positively 
toward the target language they acquired, in this case English. They tend to 
view English as an advantageous language to learn or to acquire. This positive 
attitude was assumed to boost their motivation and effortless learning process. 
This effortless learning has been identified and classified as the part of 
acquisition process. It has certified that attitude to learning heightens 
metalinguistic skills, enhances lexical knowledge and cognitive skills of 
multilingual advantageous in triggering the setting of Universal Grammar 
(UG) parameters (Flynn, 2009). 
 
3.4 Socioeconomic status 
Social background is considered to be another influential factors in language 
acquisition other than motivation (Alsayed, 2003). Socioeconomic status is 
commonly agreed as social factor encompassing income, education and 
occupation. In terms of social background, it was found that all participants 
agreed that their families are education-oriented families. They are aware of 
the importance of educations. And their families supported the learning 
process although in this case the language learning seems to overlap with 
education in general. In addition, their families are also middle-high income 
families. These conditions have facilitated the participants to access language 
learning source more easily. This seems by chance, yet some experts suggest 
that social background does matter in language acquisition process. Their 
family seems to acknowledge that learning and education will contribute more 
to their social status. They also believed that better education and learning will 
ensure a better employment. This process has been acknowledged by the 
participants as part of their self-identity. It proves that there has always been a 
link between language, ethnicity, and self-identity (Gardner, 2006). Though it 
does not directly affect the acquisition process, the result revealed that 
participants’ social economic factors have an effect on the opportunities for 
Foreign Language exposure (Lindgren & Muñoz, 2013) as it is also suggested 
that a well-educated family plays a moderate role in success in learning a 
foreign language (Alsayed, 2003) 
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3.5 Native-level input 
The last component deemed as one of the most contributing factors in language 
acquisition in this ex post facto study is Native-level input. It was called so 
referring to the fact that the input must be authentic or native like. It was 
revealed that all participants considered the native like input is principal in 
their acquisition process. This native like or real native input has boost their 
language acquisition. In this process, they stated that they imitated the use of 
English based on its natural context. They not only learned the language itself 
but also the culture required to understand the appropriate use of a language. 
In this process the participant can absorb and imitate how to use the target 
language appropriately. Richards (2001) believes that communication which 
takes place in English class must simulate as much as possible the 
communication observable in the real world outside (Beresova, 2015). 
Furthermore, the participants also suggested that the native like input has also 
retained their language skills.  
 
CONCLUSIONS 
To conclude this study has identified five influential factors in the process of 
foreign language acquisition; target language exposure, motivation, attitude, 
socioeconomic status and native level input. These factors were also 
interrelated one to another.  The finding of the current study is expected to 
provide beneficial input for educators and policy makers in designing language 
instructions. It is due to the fact that these factors were identified from 
successful language learners; those who are already fluent in using English. 
Consequently, the identified factors should be taken into account in 
undertaking language teaching and learning.  
The pedagogical implications from the finding are that teachers or 
educators need to find appropriate language exposure to be presented in the 
classroom for the student. In addition, teachers and educators should motivate 
the learners to trigger and keep them in track in their language learning 
process. This process may then generate positive attitude from the learner to 
the target language. Nonetheless, socioeconomic status will remain non 
intervenable factor. The teachers and educators should ruminate this factor 
upon designing appropriate learning atmosphere. Finally, providing native-
level input is also recommended as this factor is like providing proper intake 
for the learners to imitate. 
However, there might be some limitations in the current study. To 
mention, this ex-post facto study observed limited individuals. These 
individuals may not represent every individual deemed as successful learners 
in EFL context. Nevertheless, this study provides some important foundations 
in starting out an instructional design. It highlighted what to achieve, and what 
factors may accelerate the process. 
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